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STATE INNOVATION MODELS Initiative (SIM):  
A Plan for Multi-Payer Payment and Health Care Delivery System 
Transformation 
Last year, Washington State moved to accelerate its efforts toward better health 
and health care at lower cost by working collaboratively to develop an ambitious 
proposal for delivery system and payment reform. More than 80 health care 
organizations joined state leaders in support of an initial vision laid out in 
Washington’s SIM Testing Grant application to the Center for Medicare and 
Medicaid Innovation (CMMI). The result of this initial application is a six-month 
$999,975 award from CMMI for the purpose of developing a five-year Health Care 
Innovation Plan for the State of Washington. Development of this plan will enable 
Washington to compete with other states for an anticipated second round of 
CMMI Testing Grant funding, likely to be announced later this year. 

 

An Inclusive Process 
As part of the planning process, Washington State will engage a broad spectrum of community leaders, 
medical experts and organizations, consumers, partners from business and industry, nonprofit 
organizations, and more.  
 
Planning for Washington State’s Collaborative Health Care Innovation Plan (HCIP)  
Contact us if you would like additional information on this collaborative effort to achieve two core goals:  

(1) Creation of the five-year innovation plan that will move us together toward change, and 
(2) Use of the plan to inspire change, reorganize existing resources, and pursue new funding 

partnerships to deliver the plan’s ultimate, triple-aim objective:   
 

Better health and better care at lower cost for Washington 

One of Only Three States in the Nation 
Washington was one of only three states in the nation to receive a SIM Pre-
Testing Award.  The grant will enable state health care leaders to work 
collaboratively with communities to set common aims through a plan that 
improves the patient experience of care, improves the health of populations,  
and reduces the per capita cost of care.  
 
The grant enables a multi-payer design and testing approach that will shift 
Washington's health care system to one that:   
 

(1) Rewards quality outcomes rather than volume. 
(2) Drives better integration of medical and behavioral health services.  
(3) Partners with community-based organizations and public health systems 

to improve overall community health.  
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